
   
 

1 
This resource is intended for information purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. Institutions 

and individuals should consult legal counsel to address their specific legal issues. 
 
 

 

 

December 2025 

FAQs on In-State Tuition and Residency at Penn State 

In-state tuition is generally meaningfully lower than out-of-state tuition. Being classified 
as a Pennsylvania resident for tuition purposes can substantially reduce the cost of 
attending college in the state. Understanding residency rules helps students and families 
make informed decisions about their education and financial planning. 

1) What is residency, and how is it different from domicile?  
Residency generally refers to the place(s) where a person lives or resides. Residency may 
be distinct from a person’s domicile, which Pennsylvania defines as “the place where a 
person lives and has a permanent home and to which the person has the intention of 
returning whenever absent.” A person may have multiple residences but can have only 
one domicile at any given time.  
 

2) How does Penn State University determine eligibility for in-state tuition? 
The residency policy for Penn State University provides, “A student shall be classified as 
a Pennsylvania resident for tuition purposes if that student has a Pennsylvania domicile 
and that student's presence in Pennsylvania is not primarily for educational purposes.” 
In other words, the policy defines a student with a Pennsylvania domicile and who is not 
in Pennsylvania solely to study as a “Pennsylvania resident” for tuition purposes, and 
such students may be charged the in-state tuition rate at Penn State University.  
 
The policy lists some considerations for residency classification. Undergraduate 
students who are under the age of twenty-four are presumed to have the domicile of their 
parent(s) or guardian(s). Students who have continuously resided in Pennsylvania for 
purposes other than education for at least twelve consecutive months immediately 
preceding their initial enrollment at the University are presumed to have a Pennsylvania 
domicile. 
 

3) How can noncitizens qualify as Pennsylvania residents for tuition purposes 
at Penn State University? 

Noncitizens seeking classification as Pennsylvania residents at Penn State must have a 
visa or be otherwise “lawfully present” (defined below) in the United States. Certain visa 
holders, including F- and J- students (defined below), are excluded from being classified 
as Pennsylvania residents. 
 
For undergraduate students, noncitizens must have attended an accredited 
Pennsylvania high school for at least four years and subsequently graduated with a high 

https://policy.psu.edu/policies/fn36#F
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school diploma or received a GED, in addition to meeting any other University 
requirements listed in the residency policy.  
 
For graduate students, noncitizens must have attended and earned a baccalaureate 
degree from a U.S. regionally accredited Pennsylvania institution and meet other 
University requirements as provided in the residency policy. 

 
4) Can noncitizens who attended a Pennsylvania high school for three years or 

less qualify for in-state tuition? 
Under Penn State’s residency policy, noncitizen students must have attended an 
accredited Pennsylvania high school for at least four years and subsequently graduated 
with a high school diploma or obtained a GED. In other words, noncitizens who have 
attended a Pennsylvania high school for three years or less are seemingly not eligible 
for in-state tuition at Penn State. 
 

5) What is a visa, and how does it relate to Pennsylvania residency at Penn 
State?  

A visa is an official document stamped into someone’s passport that allows a noncitizen 
to travel to the United States for a specific period and purpose, such as study or work. For 
tuition purposes at Penn State, holding a visa can satisfy part of the requirement of being 
classified as a Pennsylvania resident as a noncitizen.  
 
The primary student visas are the F-1 visa, which is issued for full-time study at accredited 
U.S. schools, including colleges and universities, and the J-1 visa, which is issued for 
participants in approved exchange programs that involve study, research, or training. 
While holding a visa can satisfy part of the requirements of being classified as a 
Pennsylvania resident, Penn State’s residency policy excludes F-1 and J-1 students from 
Pennsylvania resident classification, even if they hold a valid visa.  
 

6) What does it mean to be “lawfully present” for Pennsylvania residency? 
Under federal law, a noncitizen is considered “lawfully present” in the United States if 
they are in the country with the government’s permission and are not accruing unlawful 
presence or violating immigration laws, even if they do not have a formal immigration 
“status.”  According to the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, the following 
individuals are “lawfully present”:  

• Lawful permanent residents (LPRs) and conditional residents 
• Persons with valid non-immigrant status 

o Nonimmigrant visa holders maintaining valid status 
o Citizens of Micronesia, the Marshall Islands, and Palau 
o Employment authorized nonimmigrants in “compelling circumstances” 
o Legalized under the LIFE Act 
o Applicants for Cancellation of Removal or Suspension of Deportation 
o Individuals under an order of supervision who have employment 

authorization 
o Applicants for registry who have been granted employment authorization 

https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/Lawfully-Present-Individuals-Eligible-Under-the-ACA-August-14-2025.pdf
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• Persons fleeing persecution 
o Refugees 
o Asylees  
o Conditional Entrants 
o Granted Withholding of Deportation/Withholding of Removal 
o Granted Withholding of Deportation/Removal under the Convention 

Against Torture 
o Applicants for Asylum or Withholding of Deportation/Removal 

• Individuals with Other Humanitarian Protections 
o Those granted Parole 
o Individuals granted or with pending applications for Temporary Protected 

Status (TPS) or Adjustment of Status (Form I-485) 
o Recipients of Deferred Enforced Departure (DED) 
o Individuals granted Deferred Action (including Deferred Action for 

Childhood Arrivals, or “DACA”) 
o Special Immigrant Juveniles (SIJs) 

• Survivors of Violence, Trafficking, and Other Serious Crimes 
o VAWA self-petitioners and approved derivatives  
o Survivors of severe trafficking in persons who are certified by HHS’ Office 

of Refugee Resettlement (ORR) or Trafficking in Persons (OTIP) 
o U and T visa applicants and recipients 

This list is not exhaustive but illustrates those recognized as lawfully present for federal 
verification and eligibility purposes. 
 

7) Is lawful presence the same thing as lawful permanent residence?  
No, lawful presence and lawful permanent residence (LPR) are distinct concepts in U.S. 
immigration law. Lawful presence means a person’s stay in the United States is currently 
authorized, even if they do not have a permanent immigration status. Lawful permanent 
residence (LPR), or a green card holder, is a specific status that allows a person to live 
and work in the United States indefinitely and may eventually lead to citizenship. All 
lawful permanent residents are lawfully present, but not all lawfully present 
individuals are lawful permanent residents.  

 
8) Can a noncitizen who is not lawfully present attend Penn State University? 

Being unlawfully present or undocumented does not prevent enrollment in school but 
may affect eligibility for in-state tuition.  

  
9) Where can I find more resources? 
• Penn State Dickinson Law - Center for Immigrants' Rights Clinic Resources 
• Rights and Protections Hub: Guidance for Institutions and Immigrant Students 

(Higher Ed Immigration Portal)  
• Presidents' Alliance Resources 
• AILA Lawyer Referral  

https://pennstatelaw.psu.edu/resources-2025
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/resources/rights-protections-hub-guidance-for-institutions-and-immigrant-students/
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/resources/rights-protections-hub-guidance-for-institutions-and-immigrant-students/
https://www.presidentsalliance.org/resources/?fwp_post_categories=best-practices
https://www.ailalawyer.com/

